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This book is a revised and greatly expanded edition of 
Witness to History, a book that he wrote in 2011. Much 
has come to light since he wrote Witness to History. 
Others have written extensively about their 
experiences; documents have been declassified 
providing insight into the deliberations about the 
possible use of tactical nuclear weapons near Khe 
Sanh, Vietnam during the Tet oJensive and how close 
we came to nuclear war in 1983 in Europe. Eyewitness 
accounts provide a narrow view of any conflict; like 
looking through a straw you only see one small aspect 
of any engagement. However, many historians write 
about the forest but miss the gritty details of events 
happening in the trees on the ground. This account is 
both a personal eyewitness account of one who was in 
the arena and a broader discussion of history that was being made at the time. 

The author was a 19-year-old private serving with a 280mm Atomic Cannon battalion in 
Nuremberg, Germany when the Berlin Wall was erected in 1961 and later as a Colonel at 
NATO headquarters when the wall came down in 1989. This book recounts the story of an 
artillery battery commander in the Central Highlands of Vietnam, a Infantry advisor in the 
Mekong Delta, a nuclear weapons targeting oJicer in Germany, an advisor to the Belgian 
military at the U.S. Embassy in Brussels, a political-military advisor at NATO headquarters 
and the director on international relations and European security policy  at the U.S. Army 
War College in Pennsylvania.  

Following 33- years of military service, Colonel Ulin had a very successful private sector 
career with information technology consulting, teaching at graduate level, and 
philanthropy.  
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